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Ancient Puglia was an extensive and complex region, inhabited by several ethnic groups and covering a wide range of terrain and cultures. It extended from the foothills of the Apennines to the Salentine peninsula, and maintained an extensive network of contacts, having especially strong links to the Greek world and with Samnite Italy. One result of this diversity is that many studies focus on specific sub-regions or ethnic groups -the Daunian areas of the north, the Messapi of the Salentine region, or the Peuceti of the area north of Taranto -rather than examining the development of the region as a whole. Although this approach has the advantage of keeping data to manageable levels, and allowing close study of individual communities, there are major disadvantages in fragmenting the study of Puglia into many different areas. By doing so, we limit the possibility of comparative studies between different parts of the region, or examination of connections between them. Additionally, breaking the history of Puglia up into separate histories of the Messapi, the Peuceti and the Dauni implicitly accepts ethnic labels imposed by Greeks and Romans in a way which is problematic. Studying societies on the basis of externally-defined ethnicities, particularly when we know relatively little about how they defined their own identities, poses many difficult questions.
This volume attempts a different approach offering an ambitious survey of the history of Puglia in the era of Roman conquest, from the Hellenistic period to the end of local autonomy in 89 BC. Refreshingly, it does not subdivide the region along ancient ethnic lines, but examines both the Tavoliere/Gargano region of northern Puglia and the Salentine peninsula.
Although the approach is generally chronological, it does not attempt a comprehensive history of Puglia, something which would be a vast undertaking, but focuses on specific key moments and themes. The structure broadly follows the direction of Roman conquest, with an opening chapter examining the society and culture of Daunia, the impact of Roman expansion into the Tavoliere and Peucetian territory, and the implications of the Tarentine hegemony of the late 4 th century. It summarises the ancient sources for Rome's first contact with the region in the period of the Samnite wars, unpicking variations in Daunian reactions to Rome and possible divisions within the Daunian elite, and covers the period of the Tarentine condottieri. It presents Daunian culture and society as heavily shaped by Greek culture and by participation in a Greek cultural koine, demonstrated by adoption of Greek mystery cults, use of Greek as a lingua franca and Greek influences on material culture, and also by the adoption of a warrior elite identity which was common throughout Southern Italy and which transcended ethnic boundaries. The chapter also highlights the impact of the colonies of Venusia and Luceria, viewing them as pivotal moment in history of region because of the size of the colonial population, the extensive territorial reorganisation of the area, and the introduction of new forms of urbanisation.
In the second chapter, the focus moves south to examine Tarentine and Messapic society in the late 4 th and early 3 rd centuries, the Pyrrhic war, and the impact of Rome's post-war settlement and colonisation of Brundisium. The authors argue that Roman power and the protection it offered against the Samnites was an essential element in development of the Daunian elites in the 3 rd century, but that it also encouraged the development of more fragmented local identities within region, as well as fundamental changes to urban life and political organisation.
Chapter three provides an overview of Puglia in the Hannibalic war and an examination of the impact of the post-war changes to land-ownership, land use and local infrastructure. The areas colonised by Rome, in contrast, underwent significant changes and the authors particularly highlight the impact of the foundation of the Gracchan colony of Neptunia on Tarentum. The final, relatively brief, chapter examines the institutional changes of the late 2 nd and early 1 st centuries, the demographic and cultural changes of this period, and the social war and its impact on Puglia.
Several key themes run through all of these sections, namely a consideration of the impact of Roman settlement and colonisation in the region at various periods, and examination of changing patterns of communications and the impact of road-building on Puglia.
The chronological structure gives a clear sense of how the region changed as a result of the impact of Rome, but it blurs some aspects of the internal development of the region. The society and culture of the Salentine peninsula, for instance, is not introduced until well into chapter two, which leaves the reader with only a limited sense of Messapic society during the 4 th -century Tarentine hegemony and how this compared with the development of Daunian culture in northern Puglia. Messapic society is discussed largely from the epigraphic and numismatic evidence, and there is relatively little coverage of archaeological evidence apart from funerary practices. In general, the volume includes relatively little coverage of archaeology and material culture other than discussion of funerary evidence and some further coverage of settlement evidence would have been useful.
The volume offers a clear analysis of how relations with stronger neighbouring powers -Tarentum in the 4 th century and Rome from the 3 rd century onwardsshaped the development of local cultures and societies but the discussion is framed as a study in Hellenisation and Romanisation, terms which may seem conservative and problematic to many scholars of Anglo-American background, some of whom may see this as a denial of the agency of the peoples of Puglia. This would be a little unfair, as the authors make it clear that these changes were a product of interaction between the local population and the new peoples and influences with which they were in contact, and that Puglians played an active role in the process. Nevertheless, some discussion of the problems inherent in the concepts of Hellenisation and Romanisation would have been a helpful addition.
Despite these caveats, this volume is a very useful addition to the scholarly literature on ancient Puglia. It brings together a lot of evidence for a period of history which is often marginal, falling into a gap between research on the period of independent Puglian cultures and the study of Roman Italy. The regional approach which permits some element of comparison between different areas, and helps us escape from the stranglehold of Graeco-Roman ethnic labels is a welcome one.
